
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handout 1 

Creating a Literacy Environment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�  Posted alphabet at the eye level of the children (alphabet chart or 
poster at eye level if classroom space is limited) 

�  Schedules/charts/posters 

�  Songs/rhymes/chants 

�  Name labels on cubbies/bins/special items 

�  Well stocked writing area (variety of types of paper & writing tools, 
cards with names/frequently used words/ special words) 

�  Play areas/centers include books and literacy props 

�  Adults model reading/writing regularly 

�  Environmental print & discussions about the print 

�  Open-ended/thought provoking questions 

�  Visits to the library regularly 

�  New experiences connected to new vocabulary words 

�  Time set aside to interact and listen 

�  Books read aloud daily; interactive reading 

�  Cozy classroom library (variety of books and magazines, comfortable 
reading chairs, soft lighting, open & accessible to all students, continual 
circulation of books, literacy props for retelling of stories) 

�  Display of children’s authentic writing 

�  Books on tape/CD/DVD 

�  Alphabet/word puzzles, blocks & manipulatives (including magnetic 
and/or felt letters) 

�  Dictation 

�  Rich adult-child interactions 

�  Storytelling & drama 

�  Visits from others “readers” in the community to join the class 
for shared reading 

�  Alphabet posted right outside classroom near waiting areas 

Does Your 

Classroom 

Have These 

Characteristics 

of a 

Literacy-Rich 
 

Environment? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handout 6 

Phonological Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Syllable Blending and Segmenting: Blending 

syllables to say words or segmenting spoken 

words into syllables 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    Here are some activities to try with young children: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


