How do I help my students?

Use instructional practices that support
children’s language learning:

1. Create a language-rich classroom.
Make every effort to ensure that children are engaged
in meaningful conversations and language use
throughout the day.

To create this environment, pre-K teachers
should:
« engage children in extended
conversations;

» encourage children to tell and retell
stories and to describe events;

« discuss a wide range of topics;

« model use of new and unusual words;
« discuss word meanings;

« ask open-ended questions;

» give explicit guidance on vocabulary, syntax and pronunciation;
« challenge children to justify their thinking; and

« focus on the expression of ideas.

2. Engage children in shared reading of challenging
books. Reading aloud to children is one of the best ways to facilitate
oral language and vocabulary development, Books expose children

to several types of language that are foundational for academic
success. These types include decontextualized language, sophisticated
vocabulary and new concepts, and book language.

LANGUAGE FACT

By the time children arrive
in kindergarten, most will
know an average of

3,000 to 5,000 words.

3. Use Dialogic Reading. To encourage children to engage in
conversations about books, use the acronym CROWD. What does
CROWD stand for?

» Completion questions to focus children on the
structure of language used in the book (e.g.,
“Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you see?
Isee ared bird staringat ____").

+ Recall questions to check children’s
understanding of the content of the story.

« Open-ended questions to engage children in
extended talk about the book.

« “W” questions—who, what ,when, where, why—
to teach vocabulary,

« Distancing or bridging prompts to help children relate ideas in the
book to life experiences beyond the story.

4, Provide intentional instruction in phonological awareness
activities. Children develop phonological awareness as they learn new
vocabulary and differentiate between words that sound similar.

Types of phonological awareness for prekindergarten children include:
» Rhyming—the ability to notice that two or more words have endings
that sound the same (also called rimes or word families);

» Alliteration—the ability to notice that two or more words begin
with the same sound (also called onsets);

» Sentence segmenting—the ability to sense individual words in the
stream of spoken language; and
» Syllable blending and segmenting—the ability to hear the separate

syllables in a word, and to put syllables together orally to make a
word or break a word into separate syllables.

Use high-quality oral language curricula:

1. Integrate language learning. A strong curriculum teaches
vocabulary while studying interesting content. By providing repeated
exposure to new words, children learn the words they need to represent
the new ideas and concepts they are learning.

2. Include explicit instruction. To encourage this, use challenging
read-alouds as well as daily discussions of books, new concepts and new
vocabulary, Make it enjoyable for your students by incorporating games
and songs into their learning.

3. Allow them to play! Early childhood educators know better
than anyone how important play is to a child’s development. A strong
curriculum provides time and opportunities for both free and structured
play, giving children the time to experiment with new concepts and
vocabulary.
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+ Productive use of new language—Children begin
to combine phrases they have learned and names
of objects to make new sentences. They will make
lots of mistakes at this stage as they experiment with
communicating in English,
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