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SHOW OF HANDS 

 
When you hear the phrase “school finance data” do 
you feel? 
a) Excited  
b) Bored  
c) Scared  
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Simple 
Tangible 
Meaningful 
Actionable 

Guiding Principles  
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Simple, Tangible, Meaningful, 
Actionable 
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The hardest thing first: use fewer numbers! 

Source: 23 Billion, EdBuild 

https://edbuild.org/content/23-billion
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Track a small # of things 

Source: The Adequacy and Fairness of State School Finance Systems, The Albert Shanker Institute & Rutgers University 

http://schoolfinancedata.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/SFID_AnnualReport_2019.pdf
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Simple, Tangible, Meaningful, 
Actionable 
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Big $ numbers are hard to internalize 
 

“In the U.S. today, school districts serving the largest populations of Black, 

Latino, or American Indian students receive roughly $1,800, or 13 percent, 

less per student in state and local funding than those serving the fewest 

students of color. This may seem like an insignificant amount, but it adds 

up. For a school district with 5,000 students, a gap of $1,800 per 

student means a shortage of $9 million per year.” 

That could pay roughly 
150 teachers’ salaries! 

Source: Funding Gaps 2018, The Education Trust 

https://edtrust.org/resource/funding-gaps-2018/
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Simple, Tangible, Meaningful, 
Actionable 
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Provide Comparison to Peers 

Source: Funding Gaps 2018, The Education Trust 

Gaps in State and Local Revenues per Student Between Districts Serving the Most and the Fewest Students in Poverty 
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Include Data on School or District Need 

 

 Contextual data on demographic characteristics and 
outcomes are critical if your audience is going to 
make meaning out of spending differences between 
schools or districts 
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NEW YORK SCHOOL FUNDING TRANSPARENCY TOOL 

Source: New York School Funding Tool, The Education Trust New York 

https://newyork.edtrust.org/ny-school-funding/
https://newyork.edtrust.org/ny-school-funding/
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THE NEW YORK SCHOOL FUNDING TRANSPARENCY TOOL 

CONTEXT 
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SCHOOL VIEW 
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SCHOOL VIEW 

THE HEADLINE 
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SCHOOL VIEW 

COMPARE 
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SCHOOL VIEW 

EQUITY CONTEXT 
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SCHOOL VIEW 

MAKE IT TANGIBLE 
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DISTRICT VIEW 
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EQUITY FOCUSED OVERVIEW 

DISTRICT VIEW 
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Simple, Tangible, Meaningful, 
Actionable 
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Connect different stakeholders to action 

 Policymakers 

 Advocates 

 Practitioners (State and District Superintendents) 
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State Policymakers: Show Data they Can Change 

Source: Funding Gaps 2018, The Education Trust 

https://edtrust.org/resource/funding-gaps-2018/
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Advocates 

Source: New York School Funding Tool, The Education Trust New York 

https://newyork.edtrust.org/ny-school-funding/
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Practitioners (State & District superintendents) 
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School finance data can help make ESSA’s resource 
allocation review requirements meaningful 

• States must “periodically” review resource allocations 
to support districts with schools identified for 
improvement (ESSA §1111(d)(3)(A)(ii)) 

• Districts with schools identified for improvement 
must identify and address resource inequities within 
their district (ESSA §1111(d)(1)(B)(iv)) 
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Let’s end with an exception  

What about students 
of color? 
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What about students of color? 

 Ask this question even if you don’t have an 
“actionable” policy recommendation to pair it with, 
because we have to start having the conversation 
directly if we’re going to solve the problem 

 

 Changing the narrative – helping others understand 
that we are shortchanging students of color, and that 
poverty isn’t a good proxy for race – is a first step 
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Simple, Tangible, Meaningful, 
Actionable 


